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Child Welfare Policy Manual

Questions & Answers

2.1C  CAPTA, Assurances and Requirements, Expedited Termination of
Parental Rights

1. Question: The provision at section 106(b)(2)(B)(xv)(I) of CAPTA requires that States
provide for expedited termination of parental rights for abandoned infants. What is
considered "expedited" for this purpose?

Answer: The intent of this provision was to assure that infants who have been abandoned
by their parents do not end up in "foster care limbo" (Congressional Record - House,
September 25, 1996, p. H11148). To meet this requirement, States are expected to establish
procedures to assure that termination of parental rights for abandoned infants is handled
more expeditiously than terminations would normally be handled in the State. One approach
might be to prescribe a specific period of time by which a termination must be initiated for
abandoned infants. The American Bar Association's Center on Children and the Law
published a monograph in 1996 entitled, "Early Termination of Parental Rights: Developing
Appropriate Statutory Grounds", which may be of assistance to States as they implement this
provision of CAPTA.
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